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forthcoming lot, but surprisingly, the production 
was able to elicit permission to ride along and 
record --- in up-close-and-personal fashion --- 
the damage done by heroin, as well as its 
procuring. What emerges is a rare glance into the 
mind of drug abusers, who are portrayed as 
human beings caught in the throes of a damaging 
habit that brings them pleasure, rather than as 
slaves to a poison that has no up-side 
whatsoever. There are noble people as well as 
sad ones to be found here. The noble include the 
mother of Erin Allen, who bravely tells her 
daughter's tragic story in hopes that it will 
prevent others from spiraling downhill in a 
similar fashion. There is also Joan Chatterton, a 
drug counselor who has dedicated her life to 
saving young women from the familiar cycle of 
ruin. But mostly, "The Junkie Next Door" is 
about women like 17-year-old Nicole, who has a 
$ 30-a-day heroin habit and admits, "It's hard to 
explain I don't want to get high, but I do." Later, 
a young mother will reveal, "I don't want people 
to look at my son and say, 'His mother's a 
junkie.' I want him to have his own identity." 
Then, chillingly, she places the crack pipe to her 
lips and takes a fresh hit. The hour doesn't 
necessarily offer much in the way of solutions so 
much as hold a mirror up to the new reality of 
heroin: There were 141,000 new users in 1998; 
its use has doubled among high school seniors 
over the past decade; and its level of purity now 
exceeds 50% (it was once less than 10%). And 
heroin is likely to penetrate still further into our 
hallowed middle-class neighborhoods before the 
pattern heads into reverse. That probably isn't 
what anyone wants to hear. But to the credit of 
this spare but wise "Investigative Reports" 
installment, it is surely the reality. Tech credits 
are right on.  


